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FIFTEENTH  REPORT. 


To  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky  : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  benevolent  Institution 
intrusted  to  them  by  the  State  is,  under  the  favor  of  Providence  and 
the  ibstering  care  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  a  highly  prosperous 
condition,  and  fulfilling,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  ihc  philan- 
thropic designs  of  its  founders,  by  cultivating  the  physical,  intellectual, 
and  moral  powers  of  the  blind  children  and  youth  of  the  State,  and 
preparing  them  for  lives  of  industry,  usefulness,  and  happiness. 

Tiie  lives  of  all  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  have  been  preserved 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  but  a  single  case  of  severe  illness  has 
occurred  among  the  pupils  since  the  last  Biennial  Report  was  presented 
to  the  General  Assembly. 

This  Institution  was  founded  by  the  State  of  Kentucky  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1842,  nearly  twenty  years  ago.  During  that 
entire  period  only  three  pupils  have  been  removed  from  the  Institution 
by  death;  the  rate  of  mortality  being  one  third  of  one  per  cent.,  and 
less  than  in  any  other  benevolent  State  Institution  with  which  we  are 
acquainted.  This  favorable  result  will  appear  more  remarkable  when 
it  is  remembered  that  very  few  of  the  pupils  enjoy  vigorous  health  at 
the  time  of  their  admission  into  the  Institution;  paitly  because  the 
influences  that  produce  blindness  generally  affect  unfavorably  the 
entire  system  of  the  patient,  and,  more  especially,  because  blind  chil- 
dren and  youth  are  by  the  privation  of  vision  debarred  from  much  of 
the  salutar}'  active  exercise  which  is  so  eagerly  sought  and  highly 
enjoyed  by  those  who  are  favored  with  the  sense  of  sight. 

Of  the  three  pupils  of  this  Institution,  whose  decease  it  has  been 
our  painful  duty  to  report  at  different  times,  the  first  was  afflicted,  at 
the  lime  of  her  admission  into  the  Institution,  with  an  incurable  dis- 
ease which  prevented  her  from  entering  the  school  rooms,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  resulted  in  death;  the  second  died  in  the  annual  vacation; 
and  the  third  contracted,  in  the  country  during  vacation,  a  disease 
which  terminated  fatally  soon  after  htr  return  to  the  Institution. 

While  the  loss  of  these  three  loved  pupils  is  sincerely  lamented,  it 
becomes  us  to  acknowledge  \vith  profound  gratitude  the  kindness  of 
that  Providence  that  has  watched  over  the  Institution  for  twenty  years, 
and  granted  to  its  inmates  the  remarkable  exemption  from  disease  and 
death  which  the  Trustees  have  been  permitted  to  report  from  year  to 
year. 

The  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution  in  the  year 
1800  was  50;  17  males  and  33  females.  In  eleven  months  of  the  year 
18G1  the  number  has  been  42  ;  12  males  and  30  females. 


4 


mSTITDTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


The  number  of  pupils  at  present  is  less  than  usual,  on  account  of 
the  invasion  of  the  Southern  part  of  Kentucky  by  the  Confederate 
armies.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  none  of  the 
pupils  who  reside  in  that  section  have  returned  to  the  Institution,  nor 
have  any  new  pupils  been  received  from  that  part  of  the  State,  although 
Beveral  had  made  application  for  admission  before  the  session  com- 
menced. 

The  general  deportment  of  the  pupils  is  worthy  of  high  commenda- 
tion. They  are,  with  few  exceptions,  amiable,  cheerful,  docile,  and 
Btudious,  and  ever  manifest  a  lively  interest  in  the  various  exercises 
of  the  school. 

The  course  of  study  continues  the  same  as  in  former  years,  embrac- 
ing reading,  orthography,  wa'iting,  English  grammar,  history,  arithme- 
tic, algebra,  geometry,  Latin  and  French  languages,  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  and  other  branches  of  learning  usually  taught  in  the 
best  academies  of  the  State. 

All  the  pupils  who  have  been  connected  with  the  school  one  quar- 
ter can  read  the  Bible  and  other  books  printed  in  raised  letters,  and 
many  write  legibly  and  are  making  satisfactory  progress  in  the  other 
studies  of  the  course. 

At  the  close  of  the  annual  session  in  1860,  Miss  Mary  J.  Weld,  who 
had  for  two  years  very  ably  and  satisfactorily  conducted  the  musical 
department  of  the  Institution,  presented  her  resignation,  and  Miss 
Augusta  Woodman,  a  young  lady  of  rare  musical  powers  and  extra- 
ordinary fitness  for  the  position,  w^as  elected  teacher  of  music.  The 
interest  manifested  by  the  pupils  in  this  important  department,  and 
their  rapid  improvement,  furnish  abundant  proof  of  her  ability  and 
fidelity. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  Miss  Marie  Woodman 
and  Miss  Georgiana  Harlow,  young  ladies  of  fine  natural  endowments 
and  high  cultivation,  were  elected  teachers,  and  they  give  promise  of 
great  usefulness  in  their  respective  departments. 

Miss  Ellen  Emmons,  the  blind  young  lady  to  whose  remarkable 
attainments  and  valuable  services  we  have  alluded  in  former  years, 
has,  during  the  last  two  years,  given  such  aid  in  the  musical  depart- 
ment as  her  declining  health  would  permit,  and  several  of  the  most 
advanced  pupils  have  rendered  willing  assistance  in  the  instruction  of 
pupils  in  the  primary  department  of  the  Institution. 

A  special  report  of  this  Board,  presented  to  the  Senate  of  Kentucky 
in  March  last,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  is  appended 
to  this  report,  as  it  contains  important  information  in  regard  to  this 
Institution,  and  presents  a  very  succinct  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Institution  during  the  first  nineteen  years  of  its 
existence. 

The  means  of  the  Institution  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  in  the 
years  18G0  and  1861,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Allowance  for  State  pupils,  paid  in  1660     $6,099  75 

Annual  appropiiation  in  186t)       3,000  00 

Allowance  for  Stale  pupils,  paid  in  1861   5,355  OU 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$14,454  75 
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Amount  brought  forward  _   $14,454  75 

Annual  appropriation  in  1861       3,000  00 

For  board  of  R.  Pike  _    _    .__  40  00 

$17,494  75 

Balance  due  Treasurer  at  date  of  last  report.    _         1 ,204  73 

$16,290  oa 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  years  1860  and  1861,  have 
been  as  follows : 

Provisions,  groceries,  hay,  cows,  &c.   $5,029  47 

Salaries  of  officers  and  teachers   4,8'M  60 

Wa^res  of  servants,  seamstress,  and  gardener     2,000  25 

Medical  attendance  $105  ;  medicine,  $75  40    180  40 

Fuel,  $S90  42  ;  dry  goods  and  clothing,  $431  32    1,321  74 

Shoes,  $75  95;  postage  and  advertisiag,  $44    119  95 

Maps,  books,  binding  of  books,  stationery,  slates,  and  printing 

special  report   530  18 

Piano  and  melodeon     36100 

Furniture,  hardware,  tin-ware,  table-ware,  lamps,  oil,  stoves,  and 

wagon   _  ._    940  28 

Harnesses  and  repairs  of  same,  saddle,  repairs  of  carriage,  wagon, 

cart,  and  plow,  horse-shoeing  and  other  iron  work,  and  medical 

attention  to  horses   267  50 

Grass  seed,  garden  seed,  and  potatoes    48  20 

Rent  of  pasture  and  garden  1859,  I860,  and  1861    670  00 

Wages  of  mechanical  teacher  and  materials  for  mattresses  and 

brooms  for  Institution   278  10 

Conveyance  of  pupils  to  church,  &c.   177  00 

Lot  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  &c.,  &c   322  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  pupils,  and  expenses  of  exhibition  before 

Legislature      262  00 

Insurance  on  building  1860    _.   220  00 

  17,565  67 

Balance  against  the  Institution   $1 ,275  65 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  building  purposes,  and  other 
improvements,  during  the  last  two  years,  have  been  as  follows : 

Special  appropriation  in  1860     $15,000  00 

Balance  at  date  of  last  reporc   4,083  57 


Paid  Donaly  and  Strader  &  Hart  for  boilers  and  fitting  up  laun- 
drv,  scullery,  bath-rooms,  wash-rooms,  water  closets,  forc^-pump, 

&c..  &c   -  ._  $1,700  03 

Paid  Mitchell  &  Gathright  for  iron  tanks,  &c   416  71 

Paid  O'Brien  &  Bell  for  plastering      2,044  46 

Paid  Davis  &  Story,  Breeden,  Dix,  Munn,  Young,  Ferguson,  and 

McClaran,  for  lumber     2 , 080  03 

Paid  carpenters   2,406  27 

Paid  J.  Sackstedor  for  painting,  &c   425  00 

Paid  Green  &  Richards  for  tin  roofing   425  10 

Paid  for  repairing  roof,  &c.  .  123  60 

Paid  for  iron  work  and  expressage   94  40 

Paid  McBiide  &  Deally  for  hardware    234  50 

Paid  for  cistern,  stone,  and  brick- work   334  20 

Paid  for  insurance,  1861     220  00 

Paid  for  fruit  and  shade  trees  and  grading    149  32 


$19,083  57 


10,653  63 


Leaving  a  balance    -  —        $9,429  95 


The  work,  executed  since  the  last  biennial  report  was  presented  to 
the  Legislature,  includes  a  large  amount  of  lumber;  all  the  joiner'i 
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work  of  the  concert  hall ;  all  the  rooms  and  passages  in  the  fourth  and 
filth  storie:s ;  twelve  small  rooms  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  stories, 
and  three  flights  of  stairs  ;  the  plumber's  work  in  the  dining-room, 
laundry,  scullery,  bath-rooms,  and  water  closets;  thr(}e  cold  and  hoi 
water  iron  tanks,  containing  eighty  barrels;  boilers'  foi-ce  pump,  gas 
pipe,  hardware,  cistern,  stone  work,  the  painting  of  all  the  rooms  and 
par=sages  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  stories,  six  rooms  in  the  first,  second, 
and  third  stories,  the  roof,  cupolas,  and  cornice  of  the  edifice,  repairs, 
grading,  and  the  planting  of  shade  and  fruit  trees. 

The  unexpended  portion  of  the  appropriation  for  the  completion  of 
the  main  building,  the  erection  of  a  work-shop,  and  the  purchase  of  an 
organ,  will  be  sufficient  for  those  purposes. 

Mr.  Patten,  who  so  successfully  conducted  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ings and  the  improvement  of  the  grounds  from  the  commencement  of 
the  work,  has  continued  to  direct  these  important  operations  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  secure  the  highest  approval  of  the  ik)ard.  Under  his 
constant  supervision  the  entire  work  has  been  executed  in  the  most 
faith t\il  manner  and  on  the  most  favorable  terms. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  a  brief  allusion  to  the  loss  of 
one  who,  for  the  last  few  years,  has  been  prominently  associated  with 
us  in  the  management  of  this  Institution,  and  who,  since  our  last 
report  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  has  been  removed  from 
his  earthly  labors  to  his  Heavenly  reward.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Institution,  it  is  the  painful  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  report 
the  removal,  by  death,  of  one  of  their  number.  John  Milton,  E.-^q.,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Institution, 
de])arted  this  life  near  the  close  of  the  year  1860.  To  this  Institution, 
and  to  the  various  other  benevolent  institutions  of  which  he  was  an 
honored  manager,  the  loss  of  this  estimable  man  has  created  a  void 
not  eaf^ily  filled.  His  accurate  and  ready  judgment,  his  un.vavering 
integrity,  his  unsullied  honor,  his  lively  sy.mpathy,  his  wonderful  amia- 
bility, his  untiring  benevolence,  his  earnest  and  humble  piety,  and  all 
the  lovely  and  noble  qualities  that  adorned  his  character,  rendered  him, 
in  all  the  relations  of  life,  a  most  remarkable  man.  In  all  his  numerous 
and  onerous  duties  he  was  ever  ready  to  give  to  the  Ti'ustees  of  this 
In.-tituiion  the  aid  of  his  clear  and  vigorous  intellect,  and  to  the  officers 
and  pupils  his  kindly  sympathy  and  valuable  counsel ;  and  the  Institu- 
tion ever  retained  a  high  place  in  liis  affections  until  the  time  of  his 
lamented  death.  He  labored  not  for  human  praise  nor  any  earthly 
reward,  and  his  record  is  in  Heaven;  but  w^e  could  do  no  less  than 
rend(,'i-  this  humble  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  F.  BULLOCK,  ^ 
T.S.BELL,  , 
BLAND  BALLARD,  j^^'"^'^^*- 
W.  S.  BODLEY,  j 
KcNTucKY  LxsTiTUTioN  FOR  THE  Blind,  LouisvUic,  December  10,  18G1. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


BRYCE  M.  PATTEN,  A.  M., 

DIRECTOK  AND  PRINCIPAI.  TKACHEB. 

Miss  AUGUSTA  J.  WOODMAN, 

TEACHER  OF  HUSIC. 

Miss  MARIE  WOODMAN, 

TEACHEn. 

Miss  GEORGIANA  M.  HARLOW, 
Mrs.  MARY  H.  PARIS, 

MATRON. 

ROBERT  C.  HEWETT,  M.  D., 

FHTBICIAlf. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1860. 


NAMES. 

Kliza  L.  Allen,  - 
Martha  J.  Arnold, 
Jacob  Bogard,  - 
Mary  J.  Buckner,  - 
Elizabeth  J.  Clay, 
Martha  Clay, 
William  H.  Clay,  - 
Mary  Cline,  - 
Martha  A.  Coker, 
Mary  Costello, 
Elizabeth  Dale, 
Eliza  Davis,  - 
William  Day,  - 
Michael  Dorr, 
Frances  Dupuy, 
Ellen  Emmons, 
Michael  Glynn, 
Cynthia  A.  Green, 
Elizabeth  Green, 
Catherine  Hardin, 
Elizabeth  Harry, 
Timothy  Hartill,  - 
Thomas  Hazlep, 
Elizabeth  Henning, 
Daniel  E.  Hoskins,  - 
Nancy  Hoskins, 
Edward  E.  Martin,  - 
Clara  Mattingly,  - 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
Florence  Miller, 
Mary  Miller, 
Joseph  P.  Mitchell, 
Frances  Moorman,  - 
Isaac  S.  Morris, 
Simeon  Peyton, 
Georgiana  Porter,  - 
John  Porter, 
Virginia  Porter, 
Nancy  Prewitt,  - 
Julia  Purnell, 
2 


RESIDENCE. 

Larue  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Hardin  county. 
Louisville. 
Johnson  county. 
Johnson  county. 
Johnson  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Calloway  county. 
Louisville. 
Russellville. 
Daviess  county. 
Rowan  county. 
Covington. 
Henry  county. 
Louisville. 
Barren  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Daviess  county. 
Hickman  county. 
Louisville. 
Breckinridge  county. 
Louisville. 
Estill  county. 
Estill  county. 
Boone  county. 
Louisville. 
Logan  county. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Owensboro. 
Owensboro. 
Frankfort. 
Lincoln  county, 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Louisville. 
Russell  county. 
Maysville. 
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Rebecca  Rogers,       ------  Fayette  county, 

Mary  J.  Saddler,  -       -       -       -       -       -      Jefferson  county. 

Anastatia  Stafford,    ------  Jefferson  county. 

Mary  E.  Stafford,  Jefferson  county, 

John  Summers,  -------  Elizabethtown. 

Martha  Swope,  LaGrange. 

William  G.  Taylor,  Clarke  county. 

Minnie  Troendle,  Louisville. 

Adeline  Wildes,  Louisville. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1861 


NAMES. 

Eliza  L.  Allen,  - 
Marllia  J.  Arnold,  - 
Elizabeth  J.  Clay, 
Martha  Clay, 
William  IL  Clay, 
Mary  Cline,  -  '  - 
Martha  A.  Coker, 
Mary  Costello, 
Elizabeth  Dale, 
Eliza  Davis,  - 
Williaiu  Day,  - 
Michael  Dorr, 
Ellen  Einnions,  - 
Michael  Glynn, 
Catherine  Hai'din, 
Elizabeth  Harry,  - 
Timothy  Ilartill, 
Thonia.s  llazlep,  - 
Elizabeth  Henning,  - 
William  Ilolsclaw, 
Nancy  lio^;Uins, 
Edward  E.  Martin, 
Clai-a  Mattinj^ly, 
Reuben  McClanahan, 
Florence  Miller, 
Mary  Miller,  - 
Josej)!!  P.  Mitchell,  - 
Frances  Moorman, 
Celoza  d'Ouville, 
Marie  d'Oiiville,  - 
Georgian;i  Porter, 
Viiginia  Porter, 
John  Porter, 
Nancy  Prewitt, 
Julia  Purnc  ll, 
Rebecca  Rogers,  - 
Mary  J.  Saddler, 
John  Sunimert?, 
Martha  Swope, 
Minnie  Troendlc,  - 
Naomi  Wells,  - 
Adeline  Wildes, 


RESIDENCE. 

Larue  county. 

Franklin  county. 

Jolinson  county. 

Johnson  county. 

Johnson  county. 

JeO'erson  county. 

Calloway  county. 

Louisville. 

Rusi5(dlville. 

Daviess  county. 

Rowan  county. 

Covington. 

Louisville. 

Barren  county. 

Daviess  county. 

Hickman  county. 

Louisville. 

Bi-eckini'idge  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Estill  county. 

Boone  county. 

Louisville. 

Logan  county. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

O  vvensboro, 

O  wensboro. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Russell  county. 

Maysville. 

Fayette  county. 

Jefferson  county. 

Elizabethtown. 

LaGrange. 

Louisville. 

Ilarrodsburg. 

Louisville. 


12  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


The  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion for  twenty  years.  It  was  established  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
instruction  of  those  children  who  are  blind,  and  for  those  whose  sight 
is  so  imperfect  that  they  cannot  see  to  read.  All  such  children,  of 
suitable  age  and  of  good  moral  character,  are  received  and  educated 
at  the  expense  of  the  Institution,  which  is  a  State  school,  equally  fre-e 
to  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  pupils  are  instructed  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  in 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  public  schools  and  academies  for  seeing 
pupils.  The  boys  are  also  taught  mechanical  trades,  to  enable  them 
to  support  themselves  independently  after  leaving  the  Institution. 

The  pupils,  generally,  ai-e  very  happy  and  industrious,  and  many  of 
them  make  wonderful  advancement  in  their  studies,  and  qualify  them- 
gelves  to  be  teachers  of  music,  mathematics,  and  other  branches  of 
learning. 

The  Legislature  provides  for  the  board  and  tuition  of  the  children 
of  Kentucky.  Pupils  from  other  States  pay  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  a  year. 

The  annual  school  session  commences  on  the  20th  day  of  Septem- 
ber,  and  terminates  on  the  15th  day  of  July.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
pupils  should  enter  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  new  pupil* 
will  be  received  at  any  time  during  the  session. 

Persons  desiring  to  send  children  to  this  school,  will  please  to  send 
the  name,  age,  and  post-office  address  of  the  applicant  to  Mr.  Bryce 
M.  Patten,  who  will,  at  any  time,  cheerfully  communicate  any  neces- 
sary information  in  regard  to  the  Institution. 


SPECIAL  REPORT, 


To  the  Senate  of  Kcnlucky : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  thp 
Blind,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  Feb- 
ruary 9,  18G1,  present  a  statement  of  all  the  money  received  from  the 
State,  from  paying  pupils,  from  benevolent  individuals,  and  from  all 
other  sources,  each  year,  from  the  origin  of  the  Institution  in  1842  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1860;  of  the  uses  to  which  the  same  has  been 
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applied  ;  of  the  annual  expense  to  the  State  of  each  pupil;  and  of  the 
percentage  of  deaths  among  the  pupils. 

The  following  table  exhibits  at  one  view  the  income  of  the  Institu- 
tion from  all  sources,  each  year,  and  the  total  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  nineteen  years.  The  expenses  of  some  years  differed  consid- 
siderably  from  the  receipts  of  those  years  as  presented  in  the  table,  and, 
sometimes,  especially  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  school,  there  was, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  against  the  Institution,  for  which  it 
was  necessary  to  anticipate,  in  part,  the  income  of  the  ensuing  year. 
The  table  does  not  include  any  receipts  or  expenditures  since  the  first 
of  January,  18G1. 

The  expenditures  for  land  and  buildings  include,  of  course,  the  cost 
of  the  land  on  Broadway  and  the  buildings  erected  thereon,  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  year  1851,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  land 
and  buildings  on  Main  street,  now  occupied  by  the  Institution.  The 
land  was  selected  and  the  plans  of  the  buildings  approved  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  a  board  of  commissioners  appointed  by 
act  of  the  Legislature. 
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Of  the  entire  amount  received  from  all  sources,  the  sum  of  li?S0,7G9 
97,  has.  in  stiict  conlbrmily  to  the  requirements  of  the  Legislature, 
been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  in  the  erection  oC  build- 
ings and  other  improvements;  and  the  remainder iias  been  expended 
in  provisions,  clothing,  furniture,  salaries,  wages,  books,  maps,  glo])e3, 
and  other  school  apparatus,  pianos,  organ,  melodeons,  and  other  musi- 
cal instruments,  medical  attendance  and  medicines,  traveling  expenses 
of  pupils  and  agents,  rent  of  land  ard  buildings,  horses,  cows,  carts, 
carriages,  stable  expenses,  repairs,  printing,  insurance,  and  many  itema 
not  strictly  belonging  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  such  an  institution. 
The  details  of  these  expenditures  have  been  presented  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  annual  and  biennial  reports  of  the  Institution,  and  the 
vouchers  deposited  with  the  State  Auditor. 

This  Institution  is  strictly  a  State  institution.  It  is  without  endow- 
ment, and  entirely  dependent  upon  the  State  for  support.  Its  build- 
ings, grounds,  furnitiu'e,  apparatus,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  it, 
are  the  property  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  An  examination  ol'  the 
foregoing  table  will  show  that,  making  a  proper  allowance  for  the 
present  value  of  the  property  of  the  Institution  belonging  to  the  State, 
the  nvernge  annual  expense  of  supporting  and  educating  each  pupil 
in  this  school  has  been  one  Imnchxd  and  forty  dollars  and  j'orhj-jivc  cents. 

In  order  to  appreciate  fully  the  economy  which  has  confined  the 
expenses  4jf  the  Institution  within  so  narrow  limits,  it  is  necessary  to 
take  into  account  the  extraordinary  expenses  required  in  a  school  for 
the  blind.  Books,  maps,  globes,  and  all  kinds  of  educational  appara- 
tus for  the  blind,  are  exceedingly  expensive.  A  Bible  printed  in  the 
ordinary  manner  for  the  seeing  can  be  purchased  for  thirty  cents ;  a 
Bible  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind  costs  nearly  as  many  do'lars ;  and 
yet  the  Bible  is,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  the  cheapest  book  ever  print- 
ed lor  the  blind,  A  slate  for  a  seeing  pupil  can  be  bought  for  n  few 
cents:  a  good  slate,  with  the  necessary  figures,  prepared  for  the  blind, 
costs  ten  or  twelve  dollars  An  ordinary  map,  which  can  be  purchased 
for  four  or /Ivc  dol/aj^s,  w'lW,  when  properly  adapted  to  the  blind,  cost 
sixty  or  seventy  dollars.  Globes,  and  all  other  apparatus  for  the  blind, 
are  propoitionally  expensive.  Not  only  are  books  lor  the  blind  very 
costly,  but  the  raised  letters  being  continually  subjected  to  the  pressure 
of  the  pupils'  fingers,  soon  become  obliterated,  and  the  books  must  be 
replaced  by  others.  As  music  is  a  necessary  branch  in  the  education 
of  the  blind,  pianos,  organs,  and  other  musical  instruments  must  be 
procured  and  kept  in  repair  at  great  expense.  The  necessity  for 
instructing  the  blind  in  various  mechanical  arts  subjects  the  Institution 
to  the  expense  of  erecting  workshops,  purchasing  tools  and  raw  mate- 
rials, and  employing  teachers  of  mechanics.  In  schools  for  the  seeing, 
visible  illustrations  can  be  presented  at  the  same  moment  to  a  large 
number  of  pupils.  In  a  school  for  the  blind,  whenever  the  teacher 
employs  tangible  apparatus,  as  globes,  maps,  diagrams,  &c.,  he  must 
necessarily  address  himself  successively  to  every  pupil;  consequently 
a  school  of  this  kind  requires,  in  the  intellectual  department,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  pupils,  more  teachers  than  are  needed  in  any 
other  school. 
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There  is,  moreover,  one  important  item  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
this  Institution  for  which,  we  believe,  no  similar  institution  in  the 
world  is  required  by  law  to  provide.  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  the  officers  of  the  Institution  are  authorized  to  present,  in 
the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  every  graduate  of  the  school,  a 
copy  of  the  Bible  in  raised  letters,  and  other  books,  amounting  to 
twenty-five  dollars.  To  make  these  donations  to  all  the  pupils  con- 
nected with  the  school  at  the  present  time,  will  subject  the  Institution 
to  an  outlay  of  twelve  hundred  dollars.  No  special  provision  has  ever 
been  made  to  meet  this  expenditure;  but,  in  the  language  of  the  act 
of  the  Legislature  that  requires  it,  "  it  is  considered  and  accounted  as 
an  item  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution." 

Only  three  pupils  have  been  removed  by  death  from  the  school 
during  the  nineteen  years  of  its  existence — making  the  percentage  of 
deaths  tu:o  jijihs  of  one  per  cent. 

There  are  in  the  Institution  no  paying  pupils.  All  the  blind  child- 
ren and  youth  of  Kentucky,  without  regard  to  their  pecuniary  circum- 
stances, are,  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  now  admitted  into  the 
Institution  and  educated  as  State  pupils-  In  the  earlier  years  of  the 
Institution  pupils  were  received  from  Missouri,  Indiana,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas,  but  all  those  States  have,  in  the  last  few  years, 
established  schools  for  the  blind  within  their  own  borders,  and  those 
pupils  have  been  returned  to  the  States  from  which  they  came. 

The  money  received  from  paying  pupils,  and  from  benevolent  indi- 
viduals, was  placed  in  the  treasury  to  aid  in  defraying  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  Institution.  Every  dollar  received  has  been  faithfully 
devoted  to  the  benevolent  work  for  which  the  school  was  founded  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Patten,  who  has  ever  had  the  immediate  direction  of  all 
departments  of  the  Institution,  has  cordially  united  with  the  trustees 
in  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the  finances  of  the  Institution.  When 
invited  to  the  office  which  he  has  so  acceptably  filled  for  nineteen 
years,  he  accepted  it  at  a  great  pecuniary  sacrifice  on  his  part,  and  has 
continued  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  that  responsible  office  at 
a  salary  greatly  below  what  he  readily  commanded  before  he  waa 
called  to  this  poiition. 

Several  of  the  undersigned  have  served  as  Trustees  of  this  Institu- 
tion from  its  origin  in  the  year  1842,  to  the  present  time;  and  are 
therefore  enabled  to  speak  with  great  confidence  as  to  the  remarkable 
economy  that  has  ever  prevailed  in  its  management.  Every  item  oi 
expenditure  has  been  presented  to  the  Board  for  examination,  and  not 
a  dollar  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  any  purpose  without  th« 
approval  of  the  Board  and  the  indorsement  of  the  President. 

One  of  the  members  of  this  Board  has  not  only  performed,  for  nine- 
teen years,  his  duties  as  Trustee,  but,  for  several  years,  he  attended 
gratuitously  every  case  of  sickness  among  the  pupils. 

For  all  their  long  and  arduous  services  in  behalf  of  the  blind  of 
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Kentucky,  the  Trustees  have  never  received,  nor  desired  to  receive, 
any  pecuniary  compensation. 

W.  F.  BULLOCK,  ^ 
T.  S.  BELL,  I 
WM.  S.  BODLEY,         y  Trustees. 
BLAND  BALLARD, 
R.  J.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  March  20,  1861. 


